The Coaster News

Coast of Baysrepresentatives meet with
government officials ™

Minister Tom Hedderson coming to Coast of
Baysin 2009

Executive Director of the Coast of Bays
Corporation, Conrad Collier, and the Executivel §
Director of the Newfoundland Aquaculture
Industry Association, Miranda Pryor, joined wit
MHA Tracey Perry to present an overview of t
aguaculture sector in the Coast of Bays region
the Economic Policy Committee of Cabinet.

This committee provides input to Cabinet duringltegetary planning process.
Members of the committee meeting with the Coafayfs representatives included
Minister Trevor Taylor (Transportation and Workiglinister Tom Hedderson (Fisheries
and Aquaculture), Minister Clyde Jackman (Environtrend Conservation, acting),
Minister Paul Oram (Business) and Minister Johrkiljc(Labrador Affairs).

While the fishery is still an important componehtiee region’'s economy, the
presentation provided an opportunity to highlightiie ministers the challenges faced by
industry and municipalities along with the businepportunities that are emerging as a
result of a growing aquaculture sector. Emphasts placed on the need for marine
infrastructure to ensure a bio-secure industryiamptovements required on Route 360,
the Bay D'Espoir Harbour Breton Highway. Snow clearing, ice cont&motl preventativ
maintenance was also discussed.

The presentation demonstrated the need for a aefboinmunications network in the
Fortune Bay North Shore area and the requiremantarious municipalities including
water and sewer management systems, street andramtt@ccess improvements,
municipal zoning in some communities and waste mament issues. Municipalities
have much to benefit from the growth of the aguacalsector and must be a partner
with industry if it is to achieve its full potentia

"The Coast of Bays is a rural area with a lot algptial that will soon be turned into
reality,” said Wesley Harris, chair of the CoasBafys Corporation. "With the combined
efforts of all sectors of the economy, municipabtand government, we will make it
happen. Meetings like this serve to put the regiogovernment's agenda.”

Members of the committee reiterated Governmentisncibment to the Coast of Bays
and to the aquaculture sector. With the declindéneconomy across the country and in
fact worldwide, we are not immune to the impactoamted with such a downturn. The
Committee assured the delegation that the infoonairovided would be considered in



the budget preparation process. Minister Heddenslbive coming to the Coast of Bays
in the New Year to meet with municipal leadershie tegion.

The Coast of Bays Corporation is one of 20 Regi&talnomic Development Boards in
the province with a mandate to create a clenfat economic growth in the Coast of B.
region. The Newfoundland Aquaculture Industry Asatian is a member-based, not-for-
profit industry association that represents therggt of the aquaculture industry
throughout Newfoundland and Labrador.



